From alhartman6@comcast.net Tue Nov 21 08:38:53 2006
Return-Path: <alhartman6@comcast.net>
X-Sender: alhartman6@comcast.net
X-Apparently-To: ts2068@yahoogroups.com
Received: (qmail 4918 invoked from network); 21 Nov 2006 16:28:34 -0000
Received: from unknown (66.218.66.216)
  by m37.grp.scd.yahoo.com with QMQP; 21 Nov 2006 16:28:34 -0000
Received: from unknown (HELO n31a.bullet.scd.yahoo.com) (209.73.160.90)
  by mta1.grp.scd.yahoo.com with SMTP; 21 Nov 2006 16:28:34 -0000
Received: from [66.218.69.4] by n31.bullet.scd.yahoo.com with NNFMP; 21 Nov 2006 16:28:17 -0000
Received: from [66.218.66.92] by t4.bullet.scd.yahoo.com with NNFMP; 21 Nov 2006 16:28:17 -0000
Date: Tue, 21 Nov 2006 16:28:16 -0000
To: ts2068@yahoogroups.com
Message-ID: <ejv9f0+o62e@eGroups.com>
In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0611201906570.28245@localhost.localdomain>
User-Agent: eGroups-EW/0.82
MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"
Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable
X-Mailer: Yahoo Groups Message Poster
X-Yahoo-Newman-Property: groups-compose
X-Originating-IP: 209.73.160.90
X-eGroups-Msg-Info: 1:6:0:0
X-Yahoo-Post-IP: 68.83.247.103
From: "Al Hartman" <alhartman6@comcast.net>
Subject: Re: What is wrong with all the Timex 2068s out there !??!?
X-Yahoo-Group-Post: member; u=119964673; y=0jQCmJvtVBRB5l-G68N7F8W6VXFw-gJpr6JK-ykRSbwbOgLf
X-Yahoo-Profile: alhartman

Well, the TS-2068 was a pretty capable computer, hampered by the=20
keyboard and the perception that it was a "toy" computer.

It was certainly more powerful than the TRS-80 Model I, II and III=20
which ran MANY businesses for years.

And with the Timex Portugal Disk System, which we sold at Zebra=20
Systems, it could even run CP/M and thusly run serious business=20
software like WordStar, dBase II, SuperCalc, and others.

What's funny is that the computer that ran Zebra, was an IMSAI Z-80=20
Computer with a serial terminal which was in many ways a less=20
powerful computer than the TS-2068 we sold with it...

Timex Portugal made some nice upgrades to these computers, and the=20
TC2068 was a nice machine. They also had a TC2048 which was basically=20
a Spectrum in a nicer case and with a nicer keyboard.

A shame more of Timex Portugals products didn't reach the United=20
States.

I wanted to do more, but the market was "shutting down" at the time,=20
and we couldn't risk the money to invest in products that might sit=20
on the shelves.

I miss companies like AERCO and Larken and others who did some nice=20
add-ons for the T/S and other computer lines.

If anyone knows how to contact someone from AERCO, let me know. I=20
have one of their Easie-ST RAM upgrades and need the docs for it so I=20
can fix mine, and upgrade it to 4mb.

Al
Phila, PA


--- In ts2068@yahoogroups.com, William McBrine <wmcbrine@...> wrote:
>
> Well, that's more or less what happened... I realize that it wasn't=20
quite=20
> a C64 keyboard, but it was pretty typeable. I always compare it to=20
the=20
> (early) TRS-80 Color Computer, which also used "chicklet" keys, but=20
wasn't=20
> nearly as good. And of course, it beats the 48K Spectrum's mushy=20
keys.
>=20
> Looking back on that era, it's surprising how expensive "real"=20
keyboards=20
> were, and how many manufacturers tried to find cheaper=20
alternatives. You'd=20
> expect the ever-improving price/performance ratio in processing=20
power and=20
> storage space... but keyboards?
>=20
> --=20
> William McBrine <wmcbrine@...>
>




